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Cabin Fever Debates

UAA Intramural Competition

Notetaking Assignment

In academic debates, competitors engage in a practice of note-taking, commonly referred to as a flow.  This flow becomes a visual representation of the round and serves several functions.  First, as a visual representation, it helps many debaters better understand or see the arguments that have been presented.  Second, it provides a common place for debaters to annotate their opponents’ arguments, so they can better respond to them.  Third, the flow serves as an outline for your next speech.  Simply, once a debater records his or her opponent’s argument, she will then write down what she intends to say in response to that argument.  Finally, the flow becomes a record for the round so that debaters and coaches can sit down at a later time, reconstruct the arguments that were presented, discuss the arguments and the round, consider alternative arguments and strategies, and even practice giving the speech at a later time.
The graphic representation below is a simplified version of a flow used by debaters in the world’s style of debate.  Students can use it to record their observations of the debate rounds during the Cabin Fever Debates.

Topic Debated (exact wording):

Identify the main arguments and key responses presented by each of the four debate teams:

	Opening Proposition
I.

   Opposition’s Response:

II. 

   Opposition’s Response:

III.

   Opposition’s Response:


	Opening Opposition

I.

   Proposition’s Response:
II. 

   Proposition’s Response:

III.

   Proposition’s Response:



	Closing Proposition
New Constructive Argument:

   Opposition’s Response:


	Closing Opposition
New Constructive Argument:

   Proposition’s Response:




